Alexander I                                                                                        711
According to Kulisher, the export of grain during this period was on the average only slightly over 1 per cent of the total yield. Wheat accounted for most of the grain exports.
At the beginning of the century the chief articles of import were cottons (16.5 per cent of the total value of imports), woolens (16.5 per cent), sugar (12.5 per cent), dyes (6.5 per cent), wine and spirits (6.5 per cent), tea (4 per cent)^ and salt (4 per cent), that is, commodities consumed largely by the well-to-do classes. This characteristic of the imports became even more pronounced during the subse-qyent decades.
Sea-borne commerce retained its predominant position, although there was some increase in the share of overland trade. The bulk both of exports and of imports continued to flow, as in the eighteenth century, through the ports of the Baltic Sea, and England remained Russia's chief customer and principal source of supply. Domestic shipping made hardly any progress, Russian imports and exports being carried, as in the past, in foreign bottoms. Although the number of ships of Russian registry entering Russian ports increased, their tonnage was insignificant and Russian ownership often fictitious,13 Foreign interests exercised a quasi-monopoly of Russian foreign commerce, except for trade with China, from which they were excluded by Russian law.
The tariff and commercial policy of the imperial government did not favor the development of international trade. The brief era of relative commercial liberalism inaugurated after Alexander's accession gave place in 1808 to a regime of partial exclusion of foreign goods, in fulfillment of the obligations of the French alliance. The tariff act of 1810 was on the whole protective, and while it facilitated the entry of certain articles it prohibited the importation of many "luxuries." The tariff act of 1816 marked a further step in the same direction; it
13        NUMBER AND CAPACITY OF SHIPS ENTERING RUSSIAN PORTS
Total			Ships of Russian registry	
Years	Number	Capacity in	Number	Capacity in
		thousand lasts		thousand lasts
1802-1804	7,530	576	697	54
1814-1815	7,558	584	1,866	158
1820-1821	8,023	637	1,379	118
1824-1826	7,415	607	1,199	82
1848-1850	13,202	1,209	2,110	193
1851-4853	17,752	1,560	2,202	178
The increase in the number of ships of Russian registry in 1814-1815 was due to the taking over of a number of Finnish vessels engaged in coastal trade.